Pathwar to
Counseling Licensure
in Michigan

This infographic outlines each step to becoming a Licensed
Professional Counselor (LPC) in Michigan, from education
and application to supervised experience and final
licensure. Key details include required exams, fees, and
essential training in ethics, human trafficking, and implicit
bias, providing a clear guide for aspiring counselors to
confidently navigate their path to licensure.
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LLPC Renewal Tip:

Michigan LLPCs can renew annually, up
to 10 times. After that, transitioning to

full LPC licensure is required to continue
practicing. Keep this timeline in mind to
ensure uninterrupted progress in your
counseling career.

Become an MMHCA Member

Join a community dedicated to
advancing mental health counseling in
Michigan! As a member, you'll support
critical lobbying efforts, gain access to
exclusive educational resources, and
participate in professional training
opportunities like our Monthly Medicare
Masterclass Q&A.

STEP 5:

Licensure
Renewal

Earn a Master’s or Doctoral Degree in Counseling
Must be from a program accredited by CACREP or
equivalent.

If not CACREP-accredited, the program should include:
* Graduate coursework in mental and emotional
disorders diagnosis and treatment.
¢ CACREP-aligned requirements, including
practicum and internship.

Supervision Requirements:

Master’s Degree: 3,000 hours of supervised post-
degree experience.

Doctoral Degree: 1,500 hours of supervised post-
degree experience.

Exams Accepted:
In Michigan, for counseling licensure, the following
exams are accepted:

* National Counselor Examination (NCE) -
administered by the National Board for Certified
Counselors (NBCC)

National Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Examination (NCMHCE) — administered by the
NBCC

Certified Rehabilitation Counselor Examination
(CRc) - administered by the Commission on
Rehabilitation Counselor Certification (CRCC)

Submit Online Application for Final Licensure at
www.michigan.gov/miplus
Purpose: Gain full LPC status to practice independently.
The Final Licensure Fee: $259.05
Requirements:

* Proof of Supervised Hours: Meet Michigan'’s
supervision standards.
Exam Scores: Submit passing scores from an
approved exam.
Professional Disclosure Statement (PDS):

o Includes: Contact info, practice details,
qualifications, fee structure, and complaint
contact (Michigan LARA, P.O. Box 30670,
Lansing, MI 48909, Phone: (517) 241-0205).

Good Moral Character & Background Check:
Provide relevant documents if required.
Verification of Licensure (if applicable): Direct
submission from other state/country boards.
Human Trafficking Training: One-time completion
prior to initial renewal.

Outcome: Approval grants full LPC licensure for
independent practice.

LPC License Renewal Requirements

Purpose: Maintain an active LPC license through
renewal every three years.

Submit Renewal Application:
* Complete online at www.michigan.gov/miplus.
* Fee: $198.45

Continuing Education:

1. Michigan does not require any continuing
education (CE) for LPC license renewal. Licensed
counselors are expected to maintain their
professional competence, but no proof of CE is
submitted at renewal.

. Human Trafficking Training (One-Time)
A one-time training on identifying human
trafficking victims is required—this applies to both
initial licensure and all subsequent renewals.

. Implicit Bias Training (Ongoing)
Beginning June 1, 2022, Michigan requires implicit
bias training upon initial licensure and for every
renewal cycle thereafter. Generally, this means 1
hour per year of your licensure cycle (e.g., 3 hours
total for a 3-year renewal period).
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